
2020 Career Conversations Schedule 
 

Date Name Career Focus Position, Company 

Tues, Feb 11 Luca Revelli Technology FPGA Engineer, Apple 
 

Thurs, Feb 13 
Panel 

Debbie Bennett, 
Gretchen LeBuhn, 
Luiz Rocha 

Environmental 
Science & 
Education 

UC Davis 
SFSU 
California Academy of Sciences 
 

Tues Feb 25 Brandon Pierce Content 
Development 

Global Head of Partnership Strategy, Reddit 

Thurs March 5 
Panel 

Celia Glennon, 
Christopher Colwell, 
Tami Gash-kim 

Medicine:  
Emergency & 
Critical Care 

Nurse Practitioner, Stanford Children’s Hospital 
Chief of Emergency Medicine, SF General 
Emergency Physician, Marin General Hospital  
  

Tues March 10 
 

Sam Kennedy Marketing President, Purple Door 

Thurs March 12 
Panel 

DeAnna Schaefer 
Dan Solomon 

Medicine:  Ortho 
& Physical 
Therapy 

Owner, Elkin’s Park Physical Therapy 
Sport & Shoulder Surgeon, CA Orthopedics and 
Spine 
 

Tues March 17 Liz O’Niell Innovation, 
Apparel 

President, Product Innovation & Supply Chain, 
Levi Strauss 
 

Thurs, March 19 
Panel 

Allison Gervais 
Jennifer Bull 

Medicine:  Mental 
Wellness/Therapy 

Psychotherapist, Marin Mental Wellness, 
Associate Marriage & Family Therapist, 
Tamalpias Therapy Center  
 

Tues March 24 
 

Aaron Pero Journalism News Director, KRON4-TV 

Tues March 31 
 

Karyn Flynn Museum CEO, Bay Area Discovery Museum 

Thurs, April 2 
Panel 
 

Mark Goodrich 
Doug Creutz 

Video Gaming Director of Marketing & Comm, Deep Silver 
Managing Director, Cowan & Company  

Tues April 14 
 

Karalyn Smith Retail, Lifestyle Chief HR Officer, Williams Sonoma, previously 
at Sephora 
 

Thurs April 16 
Panel 

Ali Fooman 
Kathleen Belzer 
 

Medicine: 
Specialties 

Anesthesiologist, Permanente Medical Group 
Nurse-Midwife/Nurse Practitioner, Kaiser 
Permanente 
 

Tues April 21 
 

Hilary Ware Law, Media VP/AGC, Litigation & Regulatory Affairs, Netflix 

Tues April 28 
 

Bruce King Entertainment, 
Accounting 

CPA, Creative Artists Agency 

Thurs April 30 
Panel 

Hank Mansbach 
Trevor McCaw 

Biotech Chief Medical Officer, 89bio 
President, Clerio Vision 
 

 

Speaker Bios 
 

Tues, Feb 11 Luca Revelli Technology FPGA Engineer, Apple 



 

 

Luca Revelli has worked for several high profile tech companies in Silicon Valley - 

Cisco Systems, Dolby Labs and, currently, Apple Computers. Originally from, and 

educated in Italy, he has a Masters in Engineering. He likes the challenges of his work, 

which involves a lot of math and a lot of learning, which might include a new software 

language, a new software tool, a new video standard, and/or a new scripting language. 

 

Thurs, Feb 13 
Panel 

Debbie Bennett, 
Gretchen LeBuhn, 
Luiz Rocha 

Environmental 
Science & 
Education 

UC Davis 
SFSU 
California Academy of Sciences 
 

 
Debbie Bennet is a professor at UC Davis. She does research and teaching in 
environmental health, looking at how people's exposures to pollutants in the indoor 
environment influence health. Debbie loves, as a researcher, tackling a wide variety of 
problems. 
 
Gretchen LeBuhn is professor of Ecology at San Francisco State University.  She 
works nationally and internationally on conservation issues associated with biodiversity - 
especially pollinators. Gretchen loves the creativity and satisfaction of new 
understanding that she gets from her work. 
 
Luiz Rocha is the Associate Curator and Follett Chair of Ichthyology at the California 
Academy of Sciences where he keeps the research fish collection.  His work involves 
studying coral reef fishes and figuring out how to best preserve them. Luiz travels all 
over the world to study fishes. 
 

Tues Feb 25 Brandon Pierce Content 
Development 

Global Head of Partnership Strategy, Reddit 

 

Brandon Pierce went to school for journalism and found himself in tech, from the early 

days of Yahoo and the internet, to Microsoft, and then leading key parts of Facebook's 

ad business. Now at Reddit, he is helping build out their monetization strategy by 

working directly with clients, helping solve their problems and driving their businesses.  

 

 

Thurs March 5 
Panel 

Celia Glennon, 
Christopher Colwell, 
Tami Gash-kim 

Medicine:  
Emergency & 
Critical Care 

Nurse Practitioner, Stanford Children’s Hospital 
Chief of Emergency Medicine, SF General 
Emergency Physician, Marin General Hospital  
  

 
Christopher Colwell is Chief of Emergency Medicine at San Francisco General 
Hospital & Trauma Center. He is an ER Doc and responsible for the medical aspects of 
all emergency services for SFGH including the paramedics/ambulances and emergency 
physicians. He is also a professor at UCSF, teaching at the medical school and teaching 
resident trainees at the bedside. Christopher loves taking care of patients and the 
opportunity to influence public health policy that has an impact on the health of our 
community.   
 
Tami Gash-Kim is an emergency physician and chief of staff at Marin Health Medical 
Center (formerly MGH). She takes care of all patients coming to the Emergency Room. 
The range of medical issues include cuts/lacerations, broken bones/dislocations, acute 
surgical problems, acute medical problems, heart attack/heart failure patients, stroke, 



accident patients, DUIs, overdoses, suicide attempts, and cardiac arrests. Tami is also 
the current leader of MHMC physicians/medical community for all matters related to 
medical quality and patient safety. She feels she has an incredibly unique and gratifying 
job where she can help make a difference. 
 
Celia Glennon is a Nurse Practitioner at Stanford Children’s Hospital. She is an 
advanced practice nurse in newborn critical care. Celia provides direct patient care by 
diagnosing and treating problems, performing medical procedures, and teaching nurses 
and new physicians. She loves healing babies and improving outcomes. 
 
 

Tues March 10 
 

Sam Kennedy Marketing President, Purple Door 

 
Sam Kennedy runs a small agency specializing in public relations, social marketing, 
brand launches, influencer engagement, brand activations and digital marketing. She 
loves that every day is unique and different.  
 

Thurs March 12 
Panel 

DeAnna Schaefer 
Dan Solomon 

Medicine:  Ortho 
& Physical 
Therapy 

Owner, Elkin’s Park Physical Therapy 
Sport & Shoulder Surgeon, CA Orthopedics and 
Spine 
 

 
DeAnna Schaefer is the owner of Elkin’s Park Physical Therapy. She has been a 
practicing orthopedic manual physical therapist for 20 years in NY and PA. She started 
her own business and  made it the way she’d want to have treatment if she were the 
patient. After moving to CA  in June, she has started the process to open a practice 
here. DeAnna loves the satisfaction of seeing a patient recover and helping them along 
this journey/ empowering them to heal.  
 
Dan Solomon is a Sport & Shoulder Surgeon at California Orthopedics and Spine. He 
cares for athletes of all ages with shoulder and sports medicine issues.  Dan has run an 
orthopedic surgery practice in Marin with 100 employees.  He is a former Navy 
orthopedic surgeon and flight surgeon. Dan loves working with athletes/patients and 
fixing their injuries so they can return to their sports/career. 
 

Tues March 17 Liz O’Niell Innovation, 
Apparel 

President, Product Innovation & Supply Chain, 
Levi Strauss 
 

 
Liz O’Niell oversees the teams that designs, makes and delivers the Levi’s product - 
design, innovation, merchandising, sourcing, inventory management, distribution and 
sustainability. She loves how dynamic the fashion/retail industry is and the fact that 
every day she gets to do something a little different. Her role blends the art and science 
of running a fashion company. Throughout her career she has had the opportunity to 
work with many international teams which has involved travel all over the world for 
consumer focused market research and manufacturing/supply chain oversight. 
 

Thurs, March 19 
Panel 

Allison Gervais 
Jennifer Bull 

Medicine:  Mental 
Wellness/Therapy 

Psychotherapist & Expressive Arts Specialist, 
Marin Mental Wellness, Associate Marriage & 
Family Therapist, Tamalpias Therapy Center  
 

 
Jennifer Bull is an Associate Marriage & Family Therapist at Tamalpais Therapy 
Center.  She provides mental health counseling to individuals, couples, and families of 
all ages. Jennifer specifically focuses on harnessing the capacity for healing and 



resilience within every human being. She loves the opportunity for continuous learning 
while helping other people. 
 
Allison Gervais, LMFT is a psychotherapist who works in private practice and with large 
technology companies as an onsite therapist. She primarily helps adults and teens who 
experience depression, anxiety and relationship challenges. Allison previously worked 
on teams providing mental health services for adults in the criminal justice system, 
psychiatric facilities, homeless outreach and substance abuse centers. 
 

Tues March 24 
 

Aaron Pero Journalism News Director, KRON4-TV 

 

Aaron Pero is currently the News Director at KRON4 in San Francisco where he has a 

team of 80 people doing reporting, editing, web, social media. He has championed the 

digital revolution for his industry which has transformned an analog world beamed strictly 

to television sets, to delivering the news into the palm of someone’s hand anywhere in 

the world.  KRON4 produces 24 hour news coverage on multi-platform delivery systems, 

while growing viewership and revenue. 

 

Tues March 31 
 

Karyn Flynn Museum CEO, Bay Area Discovery Museum 

 
Karyn Flynn ran the 8th largest children’s museum in the country, Bay Area Discovery 

Museum, that is committed to providing innovative, high-quality educational experiences 

in STEM and Creativity for young children. During her 8 years at CEO, she loved the mix 

of strategic and tactical, relationship building and problem solving.  

 

 

 

Thurs, April 2 
Panel 
 

Mark Goodrich 
Doug Creutz 

Video Gaming Director of Marketing & Comm, Deep Silver 
Managing Director, Cowan & Company  

 
Doug Creutz is a Managing Director at Cowan & Company.  He is an equity research 
analyst covering the media/entertainment/video game industries. Doug helps 
professional investors at mutual, hedge, and pension funds choose which stocks to buy 
and sell. He loves that he gets to watch movies and television and play video games for 
a living.  
 
Mark Goodrich is the Director of Marketing & Comm at Deep Silver. He does video 
game marketing  which includes budgeting, creating, and executing advertising 
campaigns (TV, online, print, outdoor, etc.) for a variety of video games. Mark likes that 
he gets to work on fun products that people enjoy using and working with a variety of 
creative people involved in the industry. 
 

Tues April 14 
 

Karalyn Smith Retail, Lifestyle Chief HR Officer, Williams Sonoma, previously 
at Sephora 
 

 
Karalyn Smith led all employee related functions at the number one prestige beauty 
retailer, Sephora. She seeks to get the best out of people to drive business results while 
doing good through social impact work for employees, the planet and their communities. 
Karalyn has led teams of over 225 people who are responsible for everything from 



hiring, training, communication, events, sustainability, inclusion and diversity. She loves 
being able to make a difference in the lives of human beings.  
 

Thurs April 16 
Panel 

Ali Fooman 
Kathleen Belzer 
 

Medicine: 
Specialties 

Anesthesiologist, Permanente Medical Group 
Nurse-Midwife/Nurse Practitioner, Kaiser 
Permanente 
 

 
Kathleen Belzer is a Nurse-Midwife/Nurse Practitioner at Kaiser Permanente. She 
cares for women in pregnancy and childbirth. Many places now have midwives to deliver 
the majority of babies in hospitals, birth centers and some also assist in the home 
setting. She has enjoyed empowering women and families and ensuring they are treated 
with dignity and respect in pregnancy and childbirth, for 25 years. 
 
Ali Fooman is a Medical Doctor and Anesthesiologist with Permanente Medical Group. 
She does anesthesia for surgical procedures and critical care in the hospital. Ali is also 
the Chief of Surgical Services, overseeing about 20 surgical departments and directing 
the operating room, recovery room, and peri-operative medicine clinics. She finds it an 
exciting and intellectually stimulating career, with the privilege and fulfillment in helping 
your community.  
 

Tues April 21 
 

Hilary Ware Law, Media VP/AGC, Litigation & Regulatory Affairs, Netflix 

 
Hilary Ware manages Netflix’s litigation and governmental inquiries all over the world. If 
Netflix is sued, or asked for information or investigated by a government, her team 
figures out how to handle it. It’s a great way to be a lawyer (which she loves) for an 
awesome company that makes great content. Hilary also gets to travel around the world 
and learn about different legal systems and cultures as part of her job.  
 

Tues April 28 
 

Bruce King Entertainment, 
Accounting 

CPA, Creative Artists Agency 

 
Bruce King recently retired from Creative Artists Agency (CAA) after 45 years. CAA is a 
Talent and Sports agency representing actors, writers, producers, directors, music 
clients, athletes and sports teams. CAA represents Bradley Cooper, Lady Gaga, Jennifer 
Lawrence, Tom Cruise, J.J. Abrams, Buster Posey, Drew Brees and Kevin Durant, to 
name a few.  In addition to his administrative and accounting roles, Bruce ran the agent 
trainee program at CAA and will discuss many of the opportunities available to 
individuals for a career in entertainment.  
 

Thurs April 30 
Panel 

Hank Mansbach 
Trevor McCaw 

Biotech Chief Medical Officer, 89bio 
President, Clerio Vision 
 

 
Hank Mansbach is the Chief Medical Officer at 89bio, a biotechnology company that is 
focusing on liver and metabolic disorders. He loves that every day there are new 
challenges and new things to learn. 
 
Trevor McCaw is the President of Clerio Vision, a biotech company helping the 2 billion 
patients in the world requiring vision correction.  He manages a team developing a next 
generation non-invasive laser technology to replace LASIK. 


